Victory Baptist Church

Music Ministry Guidelines


As the ministry of Victory Baptist Church grows, our ministries within the church will also be blessed with more workers and servants for Christ.  


We, at Victory Baptist Church, are now having new members join ensembles and participate in other areas of the music ministry.  These guidelines will be a reminder to the old members and an introduction to the new members who ask to be part of this very special area of service of the church. I remember when the men where practicing one night, there was a mix up with a song we were to be singing, half of the men were singing one song, and the other half were singing another. I stopped and said to myself, “WE ARE Terrible!” Then I caught on to what had happened. The problem was we were not on the same sheet of music, so we were making noise. The Bible is clear that God is not the author of confusion, so we want to make sure everything at Victory is done decently and in order.  


Being in the music ministry is quite a privilege and responsibility. As, like the pastor who preaches a message from God’s Word, the message in song, whether instrumental or vocal is vitally important in reaching the lost for Christ and encouraging Christians in their personal Christian walk.

I. The Sanctification of the Singer 

The word sanctification means “separated one”

· Anyone who would like to minister in music, or in any other area of the church at Victory Baptist Church must have a clear testimony of when he or she received Christ as their Savior by confession and believing (John 10:9 “But if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.”  Also, the believer must be Scripturally baptized. Acts 2:38, 41 “Then Peter said unto the, Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.. . . .Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.”  

· Anyone who sings on the platform should be a member of Victory Baptist Church; however, there are occasions where special speakers, or people who are visiting back who were prior members, and such alike, in which the pastor approves and okays the music will be permitted to sing or play an instrument.  These will be areas discretion of the Pastor. Note that our schedules are made up a month in advance and changes to the schedule will be few and far between if possible, because the people on the schedule prepare mentally and practice for their service for the Lord.

· The testimony of one who is on the platform, whether preaching (a pastor) or ministering in music, and even those in leadership in other areas of the church, is that of a follower of Christ both in church and that in the community and at home.  You see, the lost and fallen are watching God’s servants and their life to see if what is preached, sung, played and taught is evident in the Christian’s life not only within the doors of the church, but in the lives of those who are proclaiming through various avenues of the church.  Matthew 5:14 says, “Ye are the light of the world.  A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.”  Mathew 5:16 says, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in Heaven.”  
      You see Christ like living is for all Christians, but especially those using their talents confessing Christ and Christian living is vitally important, so that a lost or backslidden Christian isn’t seeing and receiving stumbling blocks from coming to Christ or rededicating their life back to Christ.  I Timothy talks of what the preacher and deacons and their wives’ testimonies should be.  These standards should also reflect those who are professing and teaching through other areas of the church.  Here are some areas from I Timothy that needs to be followed by those in our music ministry these are not exhaustive but they give you a general idea: These are specifically for that of Pastor and Deacons, but they are principles for those that are an example to others. 
Blameless (testimony)

Vigilant

Sober

Of good behavior

Not given to wine

No striker

Not greedy of filthy lucre

Patient

Not a brawler

Not covetous

A good report of them which are without

Not double tongued (A hypocrite)

Not slanderers

Sober

Faithful in all things

Romans 12:1-2 says, “I beseech you therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”  

· The testimony of a Christian leader, singer, instrumentalist, etc. should be that which is consistent with the Word of God, and not have any place to demonic or distasteful worldly pleasures that would be inconsistent with Christian Living. 

Example: Pat Boone, who has no problem singing in a cocktail club on Saturday night and in the church on Sunday, is hailed by many Christians as a great Christian artist, but there is a double life. 

James 1:8  A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.

· Ideally, if there is a problem with you meeting these qualifications, just ask the scheduler not to put you on the schedule. No explanation needs to be given, just let them know that you can not sing or play. This would be a lot easier for you and the pastor, rather than to have to come and tell you that you cannot minister at this time. The pastor will determine through his own observance and your faithfulness and Christian walk, if you meet the requirements to sing and perform for the Lord. 
· Attendance and faithfulness to the services:

A Church is unlike any other institution or business. It is made up of people who are serving Christ. In which testimony and conduct is one of the most important attributes of the church? We have music in our services to worship God, and give a message based on the Bible. One’s life and faithfulness and commitment to the Church speaks volumes to the hearers, whether it be a musical special or a solo. 
         Here at Victory we have four services a week.(Including Sunday school) It is understood because of work commitments and that not everyone is on the same spiritual level,(Example Newer Christians) that not everyone can be in everyone of one the services. However those who minister in song, instrument, and teach, should not be novices , and so they should be in the services, unless they have work conflicts or negated responsibilities during some service times, this is very important, so that a consistent and dedicated lifestyle is portrayed on and off the platform. Imagine a person singing the song entitled “I surrender all” But they never attended Church, never gave a dime, never witnessed of the Lord. There would be a contradiction in the message and the life. So in essence it is expected for those who minister in music to be very faithful to the services of the church. 
II. Style of Music 

The music in the church is conservative and not anything that would imitate worldly or recreational in taste. The sensuality that is in the world’s music has slipped in the Christian music. This is a great division in the churches of America. 

What you may listen to at home or in your car may not necessarily be appropriate for the church setting. Music can be a stumbling block for many people.  When singing to God’s people there are many people involved than just you, and your taste in music, and so the safest way is conservative “1 Corinthians 8:9  But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumbling block to them that are weak.” 


We have excellent piano players, who never have a problem learning songs, and practicing with you. It is your responsibility to make sure that you have the appropriate music and musician for the service in the church. If you are singing in an ensemble or group, make sure that you are well communicated with them on music practice times.

 The uses of sound tracts are allowed, but one must be very careful. Worldly beats and styles are not allowed.(Rocky or Pop) Orchestral drums and percussion are permitted, but one must even be careful with them. The best thing is if you have a problem or are questioning a sound tract give it to the pastor AT LEAST TWO SERVICES PRIOR TO THE DATE YOU SING, not right before the service. 

III. The Appearance of the Singer 

· The attire of one on the platform or in leadership under the auspice of the local church is important also.  Clothing should be that of modest apparel, for both men and women, which would not attract attention to particular areas of the body.   Here are some guidelines for our music ministry.

Ladies 

Skirt or Dress meeting at the middle of the knee or below. 

Slits should not come above the knee

Tops must not come too low, but approximately, 4 finger width from the collar bone, so nothing is revealed embarrassingly 

Tops, Skirts and Dresses should be fitting, but not tight

Hose should be worn in Ensemble settings so that it is uniform looking.

Hose does not need to be worn in the summer for solo vocalists or instrumentalist 

· When you are on the platform, people are looking and focused on you and your appearance. They listen to your voice but they cannot help but to look at you, and if you dress inappropriately then you could make a man stumble.    Men are bombarded with sensuality all week long, in which most, if not all men struggle in this area. Would it not be a shame that a man could not even find refuge in the house of God? 1 Corinthians 8:9  But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumbling block to them that are weak. 

When the word of God Speaks of Ladies it says:

1 Peter 3:3  Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel;


But it is the inward and the message from the Word of God, that should get the attention. 

We do not want ANYTHING to draw away from the message

· Men 

If your singing on Sunday Morning, you need to wear a suit or dress slacks with Sport coat and tie, however a nice dress sweater can be subsisted for a sports jacket. 

Sunday and Wednesday nights follow the same pattern, except in rare occasions. For men who the pastor clears to wear certain attire, such as a tie rope, or dress jeans. 
Some are going to ask why do we need dress standards and music guidelines for music in the church. That’s easy. You cannot even go into a store unless they recommend and demand that you are wearing certain attire. The Sign in front of the door will say “Shirt and Shoes required.”  Some signs will say “NO Shirt or Shoes, No Service”. The same is true with your secular work; some are made to wear uniforms, and certain attire to make the business more successful. How much more is the importance of God’s Work be successful. Could you imagine your coworker coming to work wearing a bikini.  Most jobs would not allow it and would send you home to change. Because it would be a hindrance to the work environment. 

When it comes to guidelines every work has policies in place to help the work  be prosperous. You may not agree personally with every policy, but it is a part of the program and your responsibility as a worker. 
· The music in the church itself has been a blessing.  There have not been any major problems, but we want to make sure that there are not any in the future if it can be helped. If there is ever a question of whether a song can be sung or played, just bring it to the Pastor and he will decide.  

With these guidelines in place, the Pastor is always available if any question or concern would arise.  Thank you for your ministry and corporation in the music program

